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At @ Mitting of te DIKECTORS of 
- EREENWICH HOSPITAL at that 


yy Saturday be 26th of Sepeember 
1 . 

| | 4 | ; | . 
RESsOr VI, 


1227 the Thanks of this 
Board be given to the Reverend Joan Coo, 
Firſt Chaplain of this Hoſpital) for the Sermon 
preached by him at the Opening of the 
Cnaret on Sunday the 20th inſtant, and that 
fe be requeſted 0 prine the ſame, 


WALTER STIRLING, Dep. See. 
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accompanied wich r deliver- 


| ances, engage two oppoſite paſſions of the 
human mind, fear and joy ; from whence 
ariſe turo Ante _—_ of piety, devotion 
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E — narrative, from whence my Text 

is taken, is a model of elegant fimplicity, 
which, without any apparent deſigg 
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effects every thing that is — * by the 
moſt laboured compoſitions. It engages 


che whole mind, and "My 0 paſſes 


to the full poſſeſſion of the heart. 


St. Paul, the principal character i in this 
piece, after having received a very refined 
education, brought up at the feet of 
Gamaliel (the moſt diſtinguiſhed profeſſor 
of Jewiſh literature) attached himſelf to 
the ſtricteſt ſect of the religions among 
the Jews, and was zealous of the law 
as all his fathers had been. Ardent 
in the dutics which were. directed by his 
ebnſcience, and ſanctioned by the vene- 
rable example of his anceſtors, he was in 
a fit diſpoſition to oppoſe the ſmalleſt in- 
kringement of his religious rights, and to 

reſiſt with firininols the firſt e N 
innovation, | 


The Goſpel of th Son of God had jo 
ſet its foot upon the earth, and already 
appeared to threaten the demolition of the 
Moſaic inftitutes, as well as of rhe Hea- 
then daher. "And this Goſpel found 


JO 
S ER MO N. L 
aul among its moſt determined ene- 
mies. Not merely affected by vulgar 
prejudices, bis diſcerament led him at 
once to fee, that if Chriſtianity prevailed, 
there muſt be an end of the Jewiſh ritual. 
The importance of his Sect, and his 
as an individual, were at hazard. 
The impetuoſity of his temper left him ne 
time to deliberate : the preſervation of his 
religion was the oſtenſible object; and 
he inſtantly became the champion of the 
Phariſees, * and breathed out threatnings 
«and ſlaughter - againſt. the diſciples of 
% the Lord,” Nor were theſe merely the 
breathings of an intemperate zeal, but he 
. perſecuted them even unto death. He 
gave his voice againſt the holy Martyrs, 
and injuriouſſy treated thoſe who be 
lieved; and, in the fury of miſtaken zeal, 
had affiſted, with a barbarous ſatisfaction, 
at the murder of an innocent and blameleſs 
man, without injury, or provocation 


Thus diſtinguiſhed by the fierceneſs of 
his oppoſition to the Goſpel, it pleaſed. 
God to make him the nn, 

” Its 22 


A 4 Com- 


„ane 

Commiſfioned by the High Prieſts, be 
was journeying to Damaſcus tb'purſue-his 
wh, wet views" againſt the Chriſtians: 
PO On the road he was arreſted by the hand: 
i of Heaven: the radiance of the Godhead 
= ſhone around him; and darted ſuch effee - 
i tual conviction upon his mind, that 
he fell to the earth.. The Lord Jeſus 
condeſcended to expoſtulate with him on 
his conduct; ſhewed him the inefficacy of his 
oppoſition; ſhed new light upon his mind; 
and, with extraordinary circumſtances of 
ſolemnity neee . on an 
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[i -{lnflontiapoully converted to ce 6 Rich, = 
205 diſpoſition received new impreſfions.. 
Hie went to Damaſcus; but with far dif- 
ferent ſentiments from thoſe with which 
. he ſet out; he went to preach and ſupport 
1 that Goſpel, which he had before labour- 
__ ed to deſtroy. His authority among the 
Jews, his abilities as a ſcholar, his elo- 
quence as an orator, were all immediately 
employed in propagating the important 
truths of Chriſtianity. The maſter, in 
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_ whoſe ſervice he was naw engaged, ap- 
ee | prized 


but en great things. hd hie name ſake. 


I 1 45 45 


The . and n of his 
mind, ever acting with ardour upon con- 
viction; the fervour of his devotion to 
God, who had favoured him with an imme- 


diate communication from | TY pecu- 


liarly formed him for the great taſk of en- 


during all things, as a good ſoldier 0 
Chriſt Jeſus. From Jeruſalem round 
about unto myricum he proved himſelf the 
indefatigable LT of = glad, tidings « of 
falvation. MES og $ID 
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The Jews, b at the Gees of 


their former advocate, and fearin the abi- - 


lities of a man, who was daily making 
proſelytes to the Chriſtian faith, levelled 
all their power againſt him, and detetmined 
on nothing leſs than his deſtruction. He 
was ſeized on coming out of the Temple, 
by an enraged mob; thoſe intemperate 
judges of human actions ] and with much 
difficulty reſcued from them by the timely 
aid of ſome Roman ſoldiers. He was 


brou ght before Felix at Cæſarea, as the 
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aa him that he ſhould not only: do, 
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8 SERMON. 


author of the inſurrection, and accuſed by 
Tertullus, 1 38 a peſtilent fellow, and a 
moyer of ſedition. When he had vindi- 
cated himſelf from the charge with a bold - 
neſs and energy which could be inſpired 
only by conſcious i innocence ; his judges, 
Felix and Feſtus, pretending not fully to 
comprehend t the nature and merits of the 
cauſe, propoſed that he ſhould go to Je- 
ruſalem to be judged there. T he Apoſtle 
knew that his countrymen had determined 

to aſſaſſinate him; he was compelled | 

therefore to appeal from the decifion of 3 

Jewiſh court to that of Cæſir. In pur- 
ſuance of this appeal he was Jelipered to 
Julius, a, centurion of Auguſtus's band, 
to be conyeycd to Italy. It was in the pro- 
ſecution of this voyage that the ſcene oc- 
curred, which glows with ſuch animating 
colours on. the * canvas at the Altar ; in 
colours which command our preſent admi- 
ration; and * will continue to be the 
admiration of poſterity. The Apoſtle 
foretold to the ca tain the diſaſtrous event 
of the voyage, ang diſſuaded him from the 


2 "The picture at the Altar repreſents, the preſervation 


gf St. Paul from ſhipwreckoa the iſſang of Melita; ; and was 


1 by Mr, Weſt 


purſujt 
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SERA 0 Ne. 9 
purſait of it. But ; he believed ung 
ster and the owner of the ſhip, more than 
5 thoſe: Wn" ae Na 8 er r. * 

«Paul "of 


at . by 2 SS 
* againſt which * the ſhip could 
* nbt: ber up, they wee compelled to 
reſign her to the mercy of the ſeas; and 
ee When walt Ten unt flare in iy 
*« appeared," and no ſmall tempeſt lay on 
chem, all hope chat they could be el 
46 er + . H IKA 
1 Wt Pforte 
In this ſtate Pacing ny ede hey 
were, when the venerable St. Paul, after 
long abſtinence, ſtood forth in'the:midft 
* of them, and ſaid, Sirs, ye ſhould have 
* harkened unto me, and not have looſed 
** from: Crete, and to have gained this 
% harm and loſs. And now, I exhort you, 
5 to be of good cheer ; for there ſhall be 
* no loſs of any man's life among you, 
„ but of the ſhip, For there ſtood by me 
i. this night an Angel of God, whoſeT 
* am, and whom I ſerve, ſaying, Fear not 
5% Paul; thou muſt be brought before 
70 Ceſar z and Jo] God hath given thee all 
; 66 them 


Athem that fail with thee. © Wherefore, 
_ #-firs, be of good cheer ; for I believe God, 
that it ſhall be even as it was told me. 
CE Howbeit, we muſt be caſt upon a cer- 
; 10 tain iſland.” At length the tremendous 
moment came, when falling into a 
de place Where two ſeas. met, they ran the 
£44 ſhip- aground; and the fore patt ſtuck 
t faſt, and remained unmovable but the 
2 part va Ry with the violence | 
ol the waves. In this inſtant of upi- 
verſal terror, wk ſoldiers! counſel, Was 
to kill the priſonere; leſt any af them 
ſhould ſwim out and eſcape.” Dreadful 
policy I which could ſo far deaden the 
ſienſe of pity and humanity, as even in the 
very moment of their deliverance to ſug- 
geſt the ſhocking idea of precluding their 
fellow - ſufferers from the participation 
of that mercy, which they themſelves, 


beyond all hope or expectation, were 
warn Feger their common Father | 


rss But * Centurion”: timing now 
learned to venerate and to love St. Paul) 
** willing to ſave him, kept them from 
* i . and u that they, 

228 £830 þ . B'q Nn fue who 
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auh could Point, ſhould caſt: themſelves. 
<«-firſt into the ſea, and get to land; and 
t the reſt, fome on boards and ſome © on 
« broken pieces of the ſhip; and ſo it 
t ume to paſs, that they a all ate 
rr 445.09 44 % bis 


T. 


4 Seals had thay ade) © upon the <ifand, 
before-a fire, kindled by the hoſpitable in-, 
habitants, afforded a freſh occaſion to our, 
Apoſtle-for the exerciſe of his faith and 
patience. There came a. viper out of 
eithecheat, and faſtened upon his hand, 
the bite of which was known to the na- 
tives to be mortal. They, with a raſhneſs 
too incident to human nature, 'concluded,; 
that St. Paul muſt be a murderer, 

« whom, though he had. eſcaped the ſea. 6 
« yet vengeance ſuffered not to live.” 
Thus apt are men in general to be influenced 
by firſt appearances; too haſty to ſuſpend 
their judgment till they ſee the end, they 
often form opinions to the difadvantage of 
their neighbours, which a very ſhort time 
perhaps diſcovers to have been injurious, 
and ill- founded! But, ſays the Apoſtle, 
4 * judge nothing before the time until the 
| Lord 
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„ Loid edime; who will, bring to light the 


© wanife# thr countels'of u heart.” 


| the man, who, poſſeſſed of conſcious inte- 
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«4 hidden things of darkneſs, and will make 


CI 


\ 4 r 


The viper an bannlets to the na; 
and when it was obſerved that the Apoſtle 
was neither ** ſwoln, nor that he fell down 
dead ſuddenly,” the opinions of the ſuper- 
Kitious iſlanders were changed, and they 
fad, that he was à God.” So quick are 
the tranſitions of popular prejudice, from 
averfion to: approbation, from blame and 
cenſure to extravagant applauſe ! Happy is 


grity, and humble affiance in his God, can 
look on eicher with indifference';' ſatiaßed 
with his unerring diſctimination, ' who 


alone can judge impartially- of ns 


ations, nd of the human heart 


I have touched andy then: briefly.o on this 


part of our Apoſtle's life, as maſt appoſite 
to our preſent purpoſe. The whole, how 
ever, from the time of bis converſion, is a 


great cxample of religious confidence. We 


find in him the moſt ardent and active 


zeal for his maſter's glory ; and in the ſe- 


vereſt 


S E KR M O N. 
vereſt trials of poverty, contempt and im- 


priſonment, the moſt heroic inſtances f 


patience and reſolution. We ſee him ſu- 
perior to all the accidents of fortune, and 
all the att.cks of a corrupted and oppreſ- 
five world: in priſon with Silas, and ſtill 
praifing God: in the moſt imminent 
dangers, and ſtill perſevering in his duty: 
s troubled on every ſide, yet not diſtreſſed: 


perplexed, but not in deſpair; perſecuted, 


© but not forſaken ; caſt down, but not 

« deſtroyed.” If we aſk from whence be 
derived this more than human reſolution, 
fo far exceeding even the moſt cclebrated 


efforts of Heathen heroiſm ? he derived it, 


he tells us, from his faith in Chriſt, from 
his conviction of God's great love to him: 
knowing this, that ** he who raiſed up the 
« Lord Jeſus, ſhall raiſe up us alſo by 
« Jeſus ; that all, who die with him, ſhall 
« alſo live with him; and all who ſuffer 
« with him, ſhall reign with him i in glory 
8 forever.” 


* 


| The moral application of this affecting 
hiſtory may be comprized within a narrow 

compaſs. The Lord God omnipotent 
8 reigneth p 
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80 5 His providence ruleth, direQeth, 
and pervadeth all things. “ Whither 
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fall I go then from thy ſpirit ; or 
+: hither ſhall I go from thy preſence ? 

«6: If I climb up into heaven, thou art 
there: if I go down to hell, thou art 
te there alſo. — Tou, venerable ſeamen! 
grown old, or otherwiſe diſabled, in the 
ſervice of your country; you have been 
the ſubjects of this Providence. Von 


bave been preferred. amidſt the tempeſt 


and the ftorm : in the midſt of dangers 
and of death: God hath covered your 
Heads i in the day of battle. Your fellow- 
companions, in the toils of war, and in 


the rage of the elements, have, many of 


them, fallen around you: but you have 
been ſheltered by his hands, who ordereth 
all things according to the counſel of 
bis own will. Your recollection will fur- 
nith'you with many inſtances of his loving 
kindneſs. © | Your own experience muſt 


have abundantly confirmed in your minds, 


what the pious Pſalmiſt ſo affectingly ex- 
preſſes in the animated language of de- 


2 — 


votion: 1 They that go down to the ſea 


be in ſhips, and occupy their bufineſs in 


be vx 


46 great 


f * 
— ; 


s K N M O x. 
2 < great waters; theſe men ſee the works 


«of the Lord, and his wonders in the 
«deep. For at his word the ſtormy wind 


7. ariſeth, which lifteth up the waves 


e thereof. They are carried up to the 


ee heaven and down again to the deep; 


«« their ſoul melteth away becaũſe of the 
« trouble. They reel to and fro, and ſtagger 


_ «© like à drunken man; and are at their 


«« 'wits end. So when they cry unto the 


« Lord in their trouble; he *delivereth 


« them but of their diſtreſs. © For he 


e maketh the ſtorm to ceaſe ; ſo that the 
waves thereof are ſtill, Then are they 
0 glad becauſe they are at reſt; and ſo he 
* bringeth them unto the haven where they 


« would be. O! that men would there 
« fore-praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs ; 


« and declare the wonders that he doeth 
Ky for the children of men,” 


Delivered, by his ſovereign protection "9? 
from thoſe hard ſervices which ye have 
undergone ; from thoſe perils to which 


ye have been expoſed, you, here, in the 
bounty of your country, find your reward; 


an exemption from future toils, and a 


ſecurity from future wants. 
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la chi peaceful harbour, leiſure eures 
oY you. to contemplate the exccllencics of 
_ ._ "religion, and to exerciſe yourſelves in the 
habits of devotion. Sad returns do you 
make to the God of mereies, if that leiſure 
de ſpent in any other way, than, as in 
| grateful remembrance, of paſt deliverances, 
5 it ought. to be direced : if it be waſted in 
1 idle or vicious purſuits z or debaſed by 
che baneful and corrupting influence of 
_ abje& intemperance l What more delight- 
ful ſprQacle can the eye of obſervation 
within its whole compaſs diſcover, than a 
ſociety of old men, ſtriving to make 
the hoary head a-crown of glory, by being 
found in the way of righteouſneſs!” What 
more honourable. than to devote our latter 
days to his praiſe, who hath been the guide 
and asd of our youths! | 


Excellent and ailnicabſe as ir the charac- 
ter of our illuſtrious Apoſtle throughout 
tze whole of his religious conduct, yet in 

no period of his various life does it appear 
more intereſting, than when we view him 
a8 Paul the aged, recounting his ſuffer- 


inge, his perils, and deliverances: and 
"T9 te) rant 3:5 4 BOWs 


N 0 


a SERMON. 


now, nig upon Ws arms, in che certain | 


Hope .of the approbation of his God, he 
fays, © Thave fought a good fight, I have 
« finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. 


6c Henceforth there is laid up for me - 


% crown f righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord, the righteous. Judge, ſhall' x give 
e me at that day.” This hope, this con- 
fidence, he acquired by. being a Chriſtian. 
Copy his example in the ſteadineſs of 
your faith, and in the integrity of your 
proces, and the fame reward ſhall be 
your 8 =s . Wits 


* 
, * 
_— 


Let us . that PORE ain g 


Nature itſelf was wrecked by fin, and ex- 


poſed to the divine diſpleaſure, that then 


our bleſfed-.Lord came down from heaven 
to ſave us. He ſhed his blood to redeem 


us; and through his merits alone it is, - 


that we ſhall eſcape from the ſtorms and 
dangers of this tempeſtuous life, © all ſafe 
* to land” to that heavenly land, where 
no rude ſtorms ſhall affribht, no calamities 
deſtroy. Ye are now again aſſembled in 
the houſe of the Lord. Hither ye ſhall 
dring the ſacrifice of praiſe, and thankſ- 


giving, 
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ziving, <7 prayer; 21 Froek 1 5 =o | 
Wich you active ſentiments of devotion, 
8 and holy reſolutions; ſuch as may animate Don 


your faith, and tegulate your conduct. +2. 
Let your future lives, my brethren, be 
conſiſtent. with the bleſſings which you 
have received, and with the bleſſings which 
we all hope for. Then, though « our bodies 
be ſubject to decay and death, though the 
world which we inherit be deſtined to a 
general and final conflagration, yet, like 
this building, which we once ſaw de- 
ſolated and deſtroyed by fire, we ſhall be 
- raiſed again with freſh beauty, the 
living Temples of the living God. 


This fire happened on the 2d day of Fanuary, 1779, 
and began in the north eaſt part of the building of Green - 
wich Hoſpital, and deftroyed the Chapel, with its Dome, 
© , _ and part of the Colonade, ec. Ste Noię, page 34, in 
* - © Quarto Edition of the Hiftary of Greenwich Hoſpital: | 
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